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FRIDAY 6 JUNE 1969 


OUTCRY! IN 
BERKELEY 


More than 20,000 people marched through Berkeley last 
Friday, May 30, demanding the removal of the fences 
round “People’s Park”, the plot of land owned by 
California University but claimed by students and 
hippies, the “street people ”. Our photo shows a section 
of the crowd. 


“Tear the Fences Down!” was the propaganda slogan 
for the march, but march organisers called on demon- 
strators “not to become dupes of the police by pro- 
voking violence”. So, blocked by 3,000 armed troops 
and police behind barbed wire barricades, with more 
on the rooftops and with tear-gas-carrying helicopters 


overhead, the demonstrators surrounded ‘“ People’s 


Park ” in a massive peaceful protest. 


Berkeley City Council has now agreed in principle to a 
scheme for leasing part of the land from the University 
for development as a community project. 


In this issue, as a special feature, we reprint large 
sections of an emergency paper printed in Berkeley, 
called “ OUTCRY! from Occupied Berkeley ”, which we 
received last week. Below is their editorial. On page 6 
is the background story to the People’s Park. At the 
bottom of this page is a shortened chronology of events 


since May 9. 


James Rector is dead in Berkeley of 
a police bullet in his heart. A sadistic 
Alameda County Sheriff's deputy 
killed him as Rector, from a rooftop, 
watched the massive assault on hun- 
dreds of brothers, some of whom he 
had met in a park built on vacant 
land. 

He was shot by a single policeman, 
but Sheriff Madigan distributed the 
shotguns, and the University of Cali- 
fornia pulled the trigger. The 
University fired the police guns which 
shot a hundred others on the bloody 
day of May 15. It swung the clubs 
which have wounded, even crippled, 
dozens of others since that day, in 
methodical, conscious and indiscrim- 
inate violence. 

Berkeley has undergone ten days of 
siege by 2,700 National Guardsmen 
and thousands of police. All political 
and constitutional rights have been 
suspended by Reagan’s fiat. A reign 
of terror, with heavily armed police 
teargassing and breaking into homes 
and dormitories, has hit the Univer- 
sity community. 

All this because the University of 
California expropriated People’s Park 
from the Berkeley community. 


All this for a park? But there are 
great things at stake, as we have 
learned with our blood. Reagan’s 


Chronology 


FRIDAY, MAY 9: Chancellor Heyns 
gives People’s Park Committee 2} 
days to propose an environmental 
plan for the park. 


TUESDAY, MAY 13: Park Committee 
a it hasn’t had time to work out 
plan. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 14: Loeal resi- 
dents and students vote to protect 
park and form negotiating committee 
to meet University administration. 


THURSDAY, MAY 15: At 4.30 am, 250 
police throw off 100 people guarding 
park. By midday, an 8-ft, concrete- 
anchored, chain-link fence completed 
round park. Thousands rally at Sproul 


troops and the University’s police are 
the same as the occupation troops in 
Vietnam and the ghetto. The military 
attacks on Berkeley have been indis- 
criminate because the University’s 
“enemy” is an entire community. 


The Telegraph Avenue community, 
which has long been in the forefront 
of the national youth revolt, built a 
park, People’s Park, on land the 
University said it owned because it 
had a piece of paper. Land in this 
society is owned by men rich enough 
to afford such pieces of paper. 


Property for community use or for 
administrative control: this was the 
question posed by People’s Park. 


A People’s Park 


Street people, fraternity students, 
workers, young blacks: all worked on 
the park. It was their belief that land 
belongs to the people who need and 
use it. 

When the University fenced in the 
park, on the morning of May 15, 
thousands fought to get it back. In 
the face of an occupying army, more 
thousands are still marching and 
fighting a week later, day after bloody 
day. There is unanimity because the 
entire community recognised a simple 


Hall, onto Telegraph Avenue, in sup- 
port of People’s Park. Stopped by 
police barrage of tear gas from re- 
claiming park. Police attack with 
clubs, crowd fights back with rocks 
and bottles. Alameda County Sheriffs 
fire into crowd—100 wounded hy 
birdshot, buckshot and rock salt from 
shotguns. One man (James Rector) 
mortally wounded, another blinded. 


FRIDAY, MAY 16: Reagan sends in 
2,000 National Guard to occupy city. 
California Highway Patrol break up 
Sproul campus rally under Reagan’s 
ban on assemblies. 5,000 march into 
Berkeley’s business district (Shattuck 
Avenue): “No business as usual”. 
Police force them back with tear gas. 


SATURDAY, MAY 17: More pressure 
on business community in Shattuck. 
Crowds again dispersed by police 


need: a park, a_ self-determined 
gathering place. A place with grass, 
flowers, trees; swings and sandboxes. 


Not a million-dollar student union, not 
a ___ luxurious, __restricted-admission 
swimming pool, not more antiseptic 
dormitories for students who don’t 
even want to live in the present ones, 
not a sterile ballroom built as a self- 
monument by an avaricious Regent, 
not tightly-structured playing fields 
for students who don’t want them, 
but a People’s Park. Mothers—and all 
citizens—recognise the same need as 
street people and students. 


The reaction was violence, the 
reaction was pacification, the reaction 
was counter-insurgency, with murder 
as one weapon, because fundamentals 
were at stake. 


A few men, a few giant corporations, 
own this society and run it as their 
private kingdom. They can’t meet the 
elementary needs for food, clothing, 
decent housing, living space, equal 
education—people’s need to govern 
their lives and share the wealth they 
produce. 

As a predictable result, people try to 
break free and to meet their own 
needs: they revolt. 


The Regents, the Berkeley administra- 
continued on page 6 


with clubs and tear-gas, but National 
Guard relatively friendly. 


SUNDAY, MAY 18: Attempt to vigil 
at Herrick Hospital for wounded, 
blocked by National Guard. People 
break away to establish new People’s 
Parks in other parts of the city. 
“ Plant-ins ” smashed by police. Some 
National Guard very sympathetic. 


MONDAY, MAY 19: “No business as 
usual” on Shattuck. Blocked by 
National Guard, many beaten by 
police and arrested. Police use tear 
gas on campus. National Guardsman 
stabs man with bayonet. James Rector 
dies of his wounds. 


TUESDAY, MAY 20: Campus sealed 
off as students, led by faculty, try 
to take vigil for James Rector into the 
city. Trapped in Sproul Plaza on 


Palestinian 


revival 
— page 2 


ONE SHILLING 


campus, crowd sprayed by National 
Guard helicopter with “ massive doses 
of a gas which left people’s skin 
burning, eyes pouring forth tears, and 
which caused many people to vomit. 
85 were arrested, including one 
National Guardsman who threw down 
his rifle.” 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 21: Mourning 
demonstration on campus for Rector. 
Tear gas attacks by police. Crowd sits 
down outside Heyn’s campus house. 
Arrest toll over 7 days reached 288 
before 10 pm curfew. 


THURSDAY, MAY 22: 500 arrested 
in march through city for illegal 
assembly and failure to disperse. 
Agreed at mass meeting to make 
Friday, May 30, “Tear Down the 
Fences Day ”. 


2 Peace News 6 June 1969 


Two years after the Six Day War, with deadlock between Israel and the Arab states, 
the crucial creative factor in the Middle East, says BiLL HILLIER, is the 


Revival of the Palestinians 


On the surface, the situation in the 
Middle East seems to have shifted 
little since the end of the Six Day 
War. In fact, profound changes in- 
itiated during those few days still 
continue to show a power to trans- 
form the Middle East that has not 
yet been exhausted. As an Israeli 
cartoonist put it, the Six Day War 
is now entering its third year. 


What these changes are is not im- 
mediately obvious to the outsider, 
except that he is probably aware 
that some people called Palestinians 
have miraculously re-appeared on 
the scene. In fact, the changes re- 
sulting from the war are by no 
means limited to the re-awakening 
of Palestinian activism towards self. 
determination. 


A deeper malaise is spreading 
throughout the states of the Middle 
East, including Israel—a malaise de- 
riving from the total failure of all 
the established regimes to deal with 
the new situation which has arisen 
from the Six Day War. 


This malaise has been deepened by 
the defeat of the official left through- 
out the area. Insofar as it ever had 
a real influence, it has virtually 
ceased to exist as an effective force 
for progress, either as a result of 
assimilation to a nationalist estab- 
lishment, or by suppression. From 
the point of view of established 
political structures and past policies, 
a total deadlock has been reached. 


Only another war could break the 
deadlock, but leading inevitably to 
the creation of another, and so on. 
However, out of the completeness of 
this impasse, a new dynamic is 
emerging, catalysed by the crisis 
created for all states in the area by 
the Palestinian resurgence. 


Israel, gecmungly strong and secure 
behind its new borders, is in reality 
more enmeshed than ever in the 
contradictions of trying to establish 
a Jewish state in an area already 
peopled by others, and can move 


neither forwards nor backwards 
without great dangers. 
After the staggering illusion of 


success created by victory in the war, 
it is beginning to dawn on many 
Israelis that Zionism is unable to 
bring them peace. After the Six Day 
War, the predominant feeling in 
Israel was one of relief rather than 


triumph—relief that 20 years of peril 
were over and ‘now the Arabs will 
be forced to make peace with us”’. 


The gradual realisation that this 
version of ‘‘ peace” was a chimera, 
based on a false idea of the cause 
of the conflict (ie. that it was “the 
Arabs’ desire to annihilate Israel” 
and not the unresolved problem of 
the displaced Palestinians), is begin- 
ning to dawn in some quarters at 
least, helped on by the unpalatable 
realisation that Israelis as an occupy- 
ing army are no better, and in many 
ways worse, than others. 


israel’s trauma 


In fact, the traumatic experience 
which the Israeli people as a whole 
suffered at the time of the Six Day 
War, with all its overtones of the 
second annihilation in 25 years, has 
been shown by time to have been 
historically invalid. In the last 
analysis it was a gigantic psycho- 
drama created by false conscious- 
ness, propaganda, and a habit of total 
political introspection. 


Had the “ annihilation” thesis been 
correct, the Six Day War would have 
solved Israel’s main problem, at 
least temporarily. The fact that it 
was wrong means that, as a result of 
the war, Israel has dealt a devasta- 
ting blow at a mystification, and by 
Se ernie its territory and _ its 
Palestinian Arab population has laid 
itself wide open to the real threat 
—the determination of the Palestin- 
ians to regain what they had lost. 


The central actors in the new drama 
which is now being acted out in the 
Middle East, and the principal 
catalysts of the new forces on the 
left that are beginning to replace 
the old left, have been ~ the 
Palestinians. 


How directly this symbiosis of 
Palestinian militancy and_ revolu- 
tionary action can develop has been 
shown by recent events in Lebanon. 
Attempts by the Lebanese army to 
suppress Palestinian bases in 
Southern Lebanon resulted in major 
disturbances, involving Lebanese 
workers, peasants and _ intellectuals, 
and a major national crisis. This 
situation could easily be paralleled 
elsewhere. 


ee a ee ee 
When you get back home 


WOULD 


You will find a black patch on the ground. 


A patch of blackness shaped like a house 


YOU MIND 
SIGNING 


Where your house used to stand. 


It mas a mistake. 


It was the wrong house. 


THIS 


It was all a mistake 


Based on faulty information. 


RECEIPT ? 


When you get back home 

You will find three black heaps on the ground. 
Three black heaps shaped like children 

On the patch of blackness shaped like a house 


Adrian 
Mitchell’s 


Where your house used to stand. 


It was a mistake. 
They were the wrong people. 


It was all a mistake 


PERSONAL 


Based on faulty information. 


Three children. 


COMMENT 


51 dollars compensation per child. 
That comes to 153 dollars, madam. 


In spite of this, the Palestinians are 
still the most fragile of the forces 
in the Middle East, and could yet 
disappear very rapidly, for two 
reasons. The first is the sheer scale 
of the forces ranged against them. 
Confronted with a seemingly impreg- 
nable and ruthless Israel, they are 
militarily and politically harrassed 
from the rear by the Arab regimes 
from whose territory they operate. 


Both sets of forces, front and rear, 
are backed by the great powers. They 
could quickly be sandwiched be- 
tween the two—and eliminated— 
should the stipulations of a great 
power agreement, supported by the 
Arab states in order to regain lost 
territories, include the liquidation of 
the Palestinian resistance move- 
ments, as would certainly be the 
case. 


The second reason for the precarious- 
ness of the Palestinian revival stems 
from the Palestinian organisations 
themselves. Those operating with a 
nationalist philosophy have a policy 
of non-interference in the affairs of 
the Arab states—for obvious reasons. 
Their supply of money and arms 
and their bases depend on it. 


They are therefore inherently in- 
capable of facing what many of them 
suspect: that the prime object of the 
support of the Arab states for their 
cause is to enable them to control it 
—and, if necessary, to put an end 
to it whenever an agreement with 
the great powers may require it. 


This dichotomy has been a factor in 
serious internal conflict within the 
Palestinian organisations during the 
past year, leading to the recent 
separating out of the first Palestinian 
organisation to be specifically com- 
mitted to a revolutionary, rather 
than a nationalist, programme. 


The emergence of a consciously 
revolutionary dimension in a move- 
ment which is revolutionary in the 
Middle East situation (even without 
a revolutionary philosophy) could be 
an event of some importance for the 
future of the Palestine issue and of 
the Middle East as a whole. 


It is therefore worth examining in 
some detail the analysis, the pro- 
gramme and the strategy of this new 
movement, the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (DPF), 
and looking in particular at the pos- 
sibilities of dialogue with the small, 
but growing, new left movement in- 
side Israel. (The account which fol- 
lows is based on an interview with 
a spokesman from the Democratic 
Front in London recently.) 


Since the June war, Palestinian 
politics have been dominated by two 
organisations: Al Fat’h and the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine. Both combined left and 


right wing elements within a 
dominant ideology of bourgeois 
nationalism. 


The Democratic Front broke away 
from the Popular Front, following a 
period of serious conflict between the 
left and right elements, after the 
left had won a majority for its pro- 
gramme at a conference in August 
1968, The nationalist leadership re- 
fused to adopt the programme and 
tried to put down the left by force, 
leading to the final break in January 
of this year. 


The programme of the DPF differs 
from those of the other Palestinian 
organisations in a number of impor- 
tant respects. First, it regards the 
nationalist regimes of the Arab states 
as its enemies, no less than the 
Zionist regime of Israel, particu- 
larly since the situation resulting 


from the Six Day War is forcing 
these regimes back into a more open 
alliance with imperialism. 


Second, it argues that the Palestine 
problem can only be solved in the 
context of a mass grass roots move- 
ment throughout the Middle East 
against these regimes. Third, it re- 
gards the Israeli people more as the 
victims than the agents of Zionism, 
and aims in the long run at a com- 
mon popular front throughout the 
Middle East, including Israel, which 
will be directed against three main 
targets—Zionism, great power 
imperialism, and Arab reaction. 


It is only with this concept of the 
struggle in the Middle East, the DPF 
argues, that the movement can take 
its place in the world-wide conflict 
with imperialism stretching from 
Vietnam to South America and 
Africa. 


But while seeing this wider perspec- 
tive, the DPF rejects simplistic 
analogies with the situation in Viet- 
nam that have been canvassed re- 
cently. The only analogy which partly 
holds true is that of Algeria, where 
the object was not to force the 
French colons out, but only to rid 
themselves of the French imperialist 
structure. 


On the Palestine issue itself, the DPF 
rejects both the division of Palestine 
into a Jewish state and an Arab 
state, and the concept of a bi- 
national state. It argues that a pro- 
gressive movement can only develop 
in the area if the people of Palestine 
act as one undivided people. 


However, if the cultural, religious 
and language divisions between 
Jews and Arabs are continued into 
national and territorial divisions, the 
DPF argues, then the old contradic- 
tions of Zionism, the problems of 
majorities and minorities, will 
obstruct the essentially social strug- 
gle for a socialist Palestine and a 
a federation of the Middle 
ast. 


Jewish immigrants 


The DPF points out that, in a united 
Palestine, Jews and Arabs would be 
approximately equal in numbers and 
this in itself would be the best safe- 
guard. On the question of immigra- 
tion, and particularly on the question 
of immigration of refugees from 
persecution, the DPF argues for the 
ending of institutionalised Jewish 
immigration through the Zionist 
organisations with a view to creat- 
ing or maintaining a _ political 
majority. 

Questions of immigration could then 
be dealt with on their merits, and 
the immigration of Jews into the 
new state would be perfectly accep- 
table. But the first problem must, of 
course, be the solution of the prob- 
lems created by the displacement of 
the Palestinians and the rehabilita- 
tion of those in the refugee camps. 


This programme (schematically pre- 
sented here of course) clearly opens 
up the possibility of a dialogue with 
the new left in Israel, and should be 
answered by them. To those who 
doubt the sincerity of the DPF pro- 
gramme one need only point out the 
grave dangers in whieh the DPF 
places itself by making it explicit. It 
inevitably incurs the hostility not 
only of the Arab states and of the 
great powers, but even of the other 
Palestinian organisations. 

Also, the DPF programme provides 
the left in the world at large with a 


continued opposite 


On January 28, members of the 
Israeli Socialist Organisation (Matz- 
pen) demonstrate outside Parliament 
in solidarity with Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 


from page 2 


chance to take a clearer position on 
the Middle East, and perhaps to 
identify with a socialist alternative 
which, potentially at least, breaks 
down the barriers and contradictions 
of nationalism, and does not involve 
the support of bankrupt bureaucratic 
military cliques in the name of 
socialism. 


But it is from the Israeli left that 
the key response must come, and 
come soon. Here the situation may 
appear confused for a time, because 
there are many forces in Israel which 
claim to speak with the authentic 
voice of the left. A major effort is 
apparently being made to dress up 
Zionism, and even the views of the 
Israeli government, in leftist termin- 
ology to make them acceptable to 
the new left which is increasingly 
giving its support to the Palestinians. 


This campaign seems to be spear- 
headed by the Mapam organisation 
(a ‘Zionist-Socialist” party which 
forms part of the present ruling 
coalition in Israel—as it did in 1956 
when it voted for the Suez aggres- 
sion) and a new body called RISE 
(Revolutionary Israeli Students in 
England) which seems to have been 
set up to counteract the success of 
the authentic ISRACA (Israeli 
Revolutionary Action Committee 
Abroad) whose links are with the 
anti-Zionist Israeli Socialist Organisa- 
tion (ISO). 

While RISE has not yet declared its 
position on the future frontiers of the 
state of Israel, or on Zionism, Mapam 
has already called for the continua- 
tion of the Zionist state within 
secure borders (self-evidently in 
excess of those existing before the 
Six Day War) and the resettlement 
of the Palestinian refugees in the 
surrounding Arab states. It has also 
actually voted for the annexation of 
East Jerusalem. The result of these 
policies is to be deemed “ socialism ”’. 


The situation in the Middle East will 
not be helped if we continue to take 
these organisations seriously. They 
want to have their cake, eat it, and 
also feed the birds with it. Zionism 
is, by its basic premisses, its history, 
its policies and its actions, a pro- 
gramme which discriminates arbi- 
trarily in favour of one group of 
people and against another. 


How socialism can actually begin 
with a programme of discrimination 
remains a mystery to everyone ex- 
cept Mapam. As has been shown time 
and time again, when the chips are 
down the proponents of this unhappy 


marriage 


rvs between Zionism and 
socialism vote for the reactionary 
partner. 


If there is to be a dialogue between 
the Palestinian and Israeli left, then 
clearly it must be conducted on the 
Israeli side by those organisations 
which have specifically declared their 
opposition to Zionism. To all intents 
and purposes, this means the Israeli 
Socialist Organisation (the Matzpen 
group) which has already by its 
activism won considerable confidence 
among Palestinians. 


A comparison of the analyses and 
programme of the ISO and the DPF 
reveals a very large area of agree- 
ment, particuarly with regard to the 
basic nature of the problem, the 
inter-relationship between the 
Palestinian situation and the situa- 
tion in the Middle East as a whole, 
the true nature of the established 
Arab regimes, and the need for a 
solution based on_ internationalist 
and socialist principles. 


Hebrew nation 


But one crucial area of disagreement 
remains. The JSO argues that, in- 
dependent of the fact that it was 
created by Zionism, a Hebrew nation 
exists in Palestine with a complete 
class structure of its own. As such 
it has the right to self-determination, 
not in the Zionist sense, but in the 
context of a socialist federation of 
the Middle East. 


This argument is based on a correct 
historical analysis of Zionism as 
differing from other forms of 
colonialism, in that it sought not to 
create a class of settlers who would 
exploit the labour potential of the 
“natives”, but a whole nation with 
its working class in which the 
“natives”? would have no place at 
all. This was accomplished by the 
displacement of the vast majority of 
the Arab people of Palestine—but 
nevertheless it now exists. 


Against this, the DPF, while accept- 
ing the historical analysis as correct, 
has put forward the idea of the union 
of Jews and Arabs of Palestine as 
one people, as the only possible basis 
for a _ socialist transformation, 
arguing that the concept of a sep- 
arate state for Jews leads inexorably 
back into the contradictions of 
Zionism, and represents essentially 
a compromise with the Zionist idea. 


It is in the resolution of this issue 
that dialogue could begin. In particu- 
lar, the ISO should explain how its 
concept of the self-determination of 
the Hebrew nation ties in with 
another of its policies—the full 
restitution of Palestinian rights lost 
since 1948. It is hard to see how the 


geographical re-integration that this 
would lead to can be reconciled with 
the idea of a separate Hebrew state, 
particularly if, as must be “assumed, 
a given territory and boundaries are 
to be involved. 


If the DPF can be criticiesd it is not 
for its programme or its courage, but 
at the level of strategy. In theory, it 
recognises the important role of a 
militant left, friendly to its cause, in- 
side Israel. In practice, some aspects 
of its strategy could make this 
harder to achieve. 


At present the DPF carries out guer- 
rilla operations against certain 
selected civilian as well as military, 
para-military and economic targets, 
in order to cause the maximum dis- 
location inside Israel and to act as 
propaganda by deed, that is, to per- 
suade the Israelis that Zionism is not 
comfortable, or safe, and should be 
actively opposed. 


No one knows more than _ the 
Palestinians the futility of relying on 
moral arguments alone, or of depen- 
dence on “world opinion”. More- 
over, for Israelis to condemn 
Palestinian guerrilla actions involving 
civilians, while regarding their own 
similar actions, usually carried out 
from the air with much less risk, as 
legitimate defence, is the worst kind 
of hypocrisy. 

But it is doubtful if the Palestinian 
movement can ever really succeed 
without the active support of a 
powerful left opposition inside 
Israel. A major factor in creating 
such an opposition is the moral force 
of the Palestinian case. More than 
a few Israelis have changed their 
rere recently through this realisa- 
ion. 


To provide the Zionist establishment 
with an easy means of dissipating 
this moral force could be a costly 
miscalculation and make the task of 
the ISO, in organising resistance and 
providing a convincing left alterna- 
tive, much more difficult. (Though 
it must be recognised that the ISO 
does not criticise this, but recognises 
the right of the Palestinians to use 
the means of struggle that seem to 
them to be right.) 


Even within the context of a revolu- 
tionary, rather than a nationalistic, 
struggle, the first task is the restitu- 
tion of the rights of the Palestinians, 
and the ISO must inevitably be 
judged first and foremost by their 
active concern with the issue. But if 
the struggle is to become a genuinely 
revolutionary one, the sights must 
be set beyond this. 


If a common front is to be created, 
then there must be a programme in 
which Israelis can participate, rather 
than simply one in which they 
acquiesce, or one in which they play 
a purely supporting role. 
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Dissembly 
of the 
Church of 
scotland 


Geoffrey Carnall reports: A up 
of younger members of the Church 
of Scotland, dissatisfied with the 
isolation of official Church institu- 
tions from the problems that should 
most concern them, held a rival 
assembly in Edinburgh on the first 
day of this year’s General Assembly 
(May 20). 

The “ Dissembly”’, as it was called, 
considered at length such issues as 
the relationship of the rich nations 
to the Third World, the dangers of 
pollution of the environment, and 
ways and means of making Church 
institutions more capable of respond- 
ing to the world in which they live. 


The discussions, which went on into 
the smal! hours of the morning, pro- 
vided plenty of awkward questions, 
How can a Minister decently ask for 
much larger sums of money for the 
Church’s fabric fund than for Chris- 
tian Aid? Is the recent fashion for 
describing poverty, or _ social 
structures, as a form of violence, in 
effect a way of legitimising violence? 


Unfortunately, the range of issues 
covered was so wide that it was 
difficult to get any sense of direction 
from the discussion itself. The 
effectiveness of the Dissembly will 
have to be judged from what its 
sponsors feel able to undertake as a 
follow-up. 


Dinh Dzu 
taken to 
Saigon 

from jail : 


Truong Dinh Dzu, runner-up in the 
1967 South Vietnamese presidential 
election, has been moved from his 
top-security island prison of Con San 
to Saigon for treatment of a heart 
disease. 


“A government spokesman told re- 
porters the transfer of Mr Dzu had 
been recommended by the island’s 
health service because his case had 
reached an ‘ infectious state’ and the 
island lacks ‘technical facilities ’,” 
writes Arthur Dommen in the Los 
Angeles Times, in a story datelined 
May 29. 

Mr Dzu, who ran in the election as 
the only openly declared peace 
candidate, was jailed for five years 
last July, for advocating peace 
negotiations with the NLF and con- 
sideration of a coalition government 
including NLF representatives. 


A possibility that more lies behind 
this story than is apparent at face 
value, seems to be implied in Arthur 
Dommen’s report. He points out that, 
two months ago, Dr Dzu was in fact 
brought to Saigon for two days, but 
sent back to Con San. 

“This happened about the time Mr 
Thieu publicly proposed for the first 
time private talks between his 
government’s delegation and the NLF 
delegation in Paris.” 


i] 
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Northern Ireland: ‘guerrilla’ 
actions go on during truce 


Kevin McGrath writes: Though 
major demonstrations in Northern 
Ireland are still being suspended 
during the “ six weeks’ truce” pend- 
ing the expiry of the Civil Rights 
Association ultimatum, local and 
guerrilla actions continue. 


In Enniskillen on Saturday, Peter 
Cosgrove, one of the People’s 
Democracy (PD) candidates in the 
Stormont election, with a few others, 
took over a tourist exhibition, and 
substituted pictures of slum houses 
and so forth for the exhibits of County 
Fermanagh’s beauty spots. 


In Armagh, on Monday, about 700 
people took part in a protest rally 
held by the town’s PD outside City 
Hall, where the council was holding 
its meeting behind closed doors, with 
the public excluded. 


While two dozen armed policemen 
looked on, with their riot shields held 
beneath their coats (“ Don’t kick the 
pregnant peelers”, cried a member 
of the crowd), they voted, after a 
deputation had been refused admit- 
tance, to carry out “as soon as con- 
veniently possible” a sustained 
occupation of the City Hall. 


‘House 1,000’, say 
Hampstead squatters 


Anarchists, Young Socialists and 
Tenants Association members were 
joined by borough councillors and 
y Labour MP for Hampstead, Ben 
Whitaker, in a token occupation by 
200 people on Sunday of an 1l1-acre 
site near Hampstead Heath, from 
10 am to 6 pm. 


The site, Branch Hill, was bought for 
£460,000 in 1965 the then 
Labour-controlled Camden Borough 
Council. The plan was to use it for 
a mixed development scheme, in- 
cluding an old people’s home, a child- 
ren’s home, and houses for about 500 
people. 


But with the electoral victory of the 
Tories in Camden a year ago, the 
plan for housing was scrapped. The 
Tories claim that at the time of the 
sale there was “a gentleman’s agree- 
ment” that the site would not be 
used for housing. 


This has not been confirmed by the 
previous owner, Lord Glendyne. In 
any case, it would have been an 
extraordinary use of public money 
by a council with a considerable 


housing shortage to buy the estate, 
near to (but not adjoining) Hamp- 
stead Heath, with its 600 acres of 
open space, owned and maintained 
by the Greater London Council. 


The occupation was called by an ad 
hoc committee, which is demanding 
that the council should in fact go 
further than the axed Labour Party 
plan, and should adopt a scheme pro- 
duced by the New Hampstead Society, 
which would mean homes for 1,000 
people in an attractive-sounding com- 
munity development. 


The occupation—during = which 
speeches were for the most part re- 
placed by diversions such as a pop 
group, and a football match—marks 
the first stage in a campaign of direct 
action which promises to prove 
highly embarrassing to the local 
council, among others. 


The serious need behind the campaign 
is demonstrated by a housing survey, 
carried out last year in the borough, 
which revealed that there are 42,000 
people in it living in sub-standard 
conditions. Contact: John Keohane, 3 
Thurlow Rd, London NWS3. 


A tenant from Mill Row, the 
privately-owned slum in Armagh, 
where a weeks-old rent strike is con- 
tinuing, has been squatted in a coun- 
cil house which had been standing 
vacant for five months. 


Ironically, the councillor who has the 
allocation of the house in question 
(this being the quaint custom in 
Northern Ireland) is Rory Mackey, 
who has been active in the Armagh 
Tenants Association, mainly in the 
direction of turning it into a sec- 
tarian Catholic organisation. 

On Saturday, in Belfast, there was a 
temporary occupation, by members 
of the PD, of Belfast Castle. This is 
not as earth-shattering as it sounds— 


the castle has no governmental 
function. It is owned by the City 
Council, and is open—with its 


grounds—to the public. But the City 
Council now plans to let it as a hotel, 
and to close part of the grounds. 


While a dozen armed policemen 
guarded the place, Cyril Toman 
(sometime PD candidate in Armagh) 
climbed in through a broken window, 
and let the rest of the demonstrators 
in. 


Plans were going ahead for a Folk 
Festival in the castle grounds on 
Saturday (June 7). “We hope to turn 
it into a sort of People’s Park”’, said 
a PD activist. 


Activity is also going ahead else- 
where: e.g. in Derry the squat of 25 
families in Royal Navy-owned houses 
continues; in  Coalisland, near 
Dungannon, a PD-style Citizens 
Action Committee is active, with 
squatting and a campaign of “ ostra- 
cisation of the police”. 


And at last, in Belfast, moves to 
bring out a paper on a regular basis 
—one of the most glaring failures to 
date—appear to be getting some- 
where. 

Meanwhile, in London, the Northern 
Informer has reached its No 7 issue, 
and is still essential reading. (10 
weeks for 10s from John Gray, Flat 
7, 258-60 Coldharbour Lane, London 
SW9, or from Housmans Bookshop.) 


Student burns outside UN 


Roger Moody writes: Bruce Mayrock, 
a 20-year-old Columbia student, set 
himself afire on Thursday, May 29, 
in the gardens of the United Nations, 
to protest at the genocide in Biafra. 
He died the following day from burns 
over most of his body. 


Bruce carried a sign just before his 
immolation reading, ‘‘ You must stop 
genocide in Biafra. Please save nine 
million lives. Peace is a state in which 
fear does not exist.” 


U Thant issued a statement last week 
saying that he was “ deeply distressed 
by the tragic news”. Unfortunately 
the Secretary-General continues to 
regard the Nigeria/Biafra war as an 
internal conflict, which can only be 
discussed by the UN if Nigeria should 
raise the matter there. 


In his visit to this country a few weeks 
ago, both U Thant and, it seems, the 
United Nations Association, ignored 
resolutions passed between Decem- 
ber 1968 and April this year by the 
UNA Executive, the AGM of UNA, 


and the United Nations Student 
Association, calling on U Thant, the 
General Assembly and the Security 


Council to take urgent steps to call 
a cease-fire. 


During May in France, about 60 
people fasted for varying periods 
over 18 days in protest at the Biafran 
war. This was the third—and largest 
—public fast to be held in France 
during the last year. 


In Milan, last Sunday, June 1, demon- 
strators outside the British consulate 
in Milan demanded that the Italian 
government veto Britain’s entry to 
the Common Market until it stops 
giving arms to Nigeria. 

At the same time, protest was mount- 
ing throughout Italy at the reported 
murder of Italian oilmen in Kwale 
(Nigerian mid-West) and by Biafran 
commandos, and the sentencing to 
death of 18 other non-African oil 
workers, including 14 Italians, cap- 
tured in the same incident. 

The rig was worked by the Italian 
oil company AGIP, and the Biafran 
government has accused the oil- 
workers of acting as mercenaries 
with the Federal forces. 


At the time of going to press, urgent 


efforts were being made by the 
Italian government, West Germany, 
the International Red Cross and the 
Vatican to save the condemned men. 


Two government Ministers from the 
Ivory Coast and Gabon (which recog- 
nise Biafra) undertook to fly to Biafra 
on behalf of the Italian government, 
while there was speculation that the 
Biafrans may insist on recognition of 
Biafra as a precondition for re- 
prieving the men. 

There was also speculation that Gen- 
eral Ojukwu was not in control of 
the situation, especially as the judg- 
ment was announced initially in 
secret, a move “ uncharacteristic ” of 
the Biafran leadership which has 
“prided itself on the continuing 
democratic nature of its courts” 
(Bridget Bloom, Financial Times, 
June 3). 

For his part, General Ojukwu earlier 
this week asked why Europe was 
exercised over the fate of 18 white 
men, when it had said little or 
nothing “about our murdered in- 
nocents”. “How many black men 
make one missing white? ” he asked, 


Czech 
dockers block 
pro-Russian 
meeting 


The move towards ‘‘ accommodation ” 
with the Soviet invaders continued 
this week with the purging from the 
Central Committee of the Czechoslo- 
vak Communist Party, and from the 
party itself in some cases, of leading 
“ liberals ”’. 


However, there were some indications 
of continuing defiance on a popular 
level. In Prague, on Wednesday last 
week (May 28), river dockers 
occupied their union hall, and suc- 
cessfully prevented it being used for 
a pro-Soviet rally. The 150 would-be 
ralliers had to get back in their buses 
and drive off, while the dockers 
looked on from the hall and jeered. 


And a Slovak translation of Dr 
Zhivago has been published in Bratis- 
lava. It sold out immediately. 


But the world conference of Com- 
munist parties due to begin on June 
5 in Moscow (attended by the 68 
Communist parties still on speaking 
terms with the USSR) will probably 
not have Czechoslovakia on_ its 
agenda—the Czechoslovak Com- 
munist Party has rejected any dis- 
cussion of the invasion at the con- 
ference. 


US germs 


go by 
airliner 


The US Army admitted this week 
that it sometimes ships containers of 
germ warfare agents aboard 
ordinary commercial airliners. 


This admission follows the advance 
release of an article in the June 4 
issue of the National Catholic Re- 
porter, in which Seymour M. Hersh, 
author of Chemical and Biological 
Warfare (MacGibbon and Kee, 50s), 
revealed that they had been making 
such shipments for at least four 
years. Official permission for them 
had been given in an Army regula- 
tion dated June 7, 1965. 


The first public hint that airliners— 
liable to accident, insurance sabotage, 
or hijacking to Cuba—were being 
used for this purpose came during 
hearings two weeks ago before a 
Senate commerce sub-committee. 


These hearings were studying Army 
plans—-later cancelled—to ship 27,000 
tons of poison gas from Denver, 
Colarado (where enough is stored at 
present to kill the population of the 
world many times over, a capacity at 
least matched by the USSR), to the 
US East Coast for eventual disposal 
at sea. 


In what sounds like a peculiarly 
irrelevant attempt at a plea of 
mitigation, the US Army statement 
said: “Such shipments were made 
only occasionally and under strict 
conditions to guard against leakage 
and contamination.” 


PACIFIST UNIVERSALIST SERVICE 
3.30, Sunday, June 8 


Essex Church Hall, 
Palace Gardens Terrace, 
Notting Hill Gate. 


Rev Tony Cross 
“The New Cult of Violence ’’. 
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Healey's plan to use A-bombs 


Kevin McGrath writes: “We have 
shown that consultation between the 
nuclear and non-nuclear powers in 
NATO is not just an empty ritual.” 
That was British War Minister Denis 
Healey’s complacent comment on the 
two-day conference in London on 
Thursday and Friday (May 29-30) of 
NATO’s Nuclear Planning Group. 


What he was suggesting, if appears, 
is that the seven nation confab 
(United States, Britain, West Ger- 
many, Italy, Denmark, Belgium and 
Turkey) had come closer to working 
out agreed procedures by which 
nuclear weapons could more rapidly 
be brought into use in response to a 
“conventional” attack by the USSR. 


According to Charles Douglas-Home, 


Defence Correspondent of The Times 
(May 31), there is disagreement be- 
tween the US, “ who would like to see 
the Europeans lengthen the period 
of non-nuclear conflict by raising the 
level of their conventionally-equipped 
forces”, and the proposals pushed by 
Britain and West Germany, which are 
to be circulated “to all members of 
the alliance concerned with nuclear 
affairs ”’. 


The line being pushed by the 
British-German axis is “that the use 
of nuclear weapons is inevitable, as 
the only alternative to surrender, 
after a comparatively short period of 
non-nuclear fighting”. By speeding 
up the transition from “ conven- 
tional” to nuclear exchanges it is 


apparently hoped to prevent the US 
government coming to the con- 
clusion that, in such a_ situation, 
“ surrender ” in Europe would be the 
only alternative to unpredictable and 
uncontrollable nuclear war. 


Under the British-German proposals, 
“in an emergency the decision to 


fire would . . . only concern those 
countries with an immediate  in- 
terest ”’. 


These would be, Douglas-Home con- 
tinues, “the country which possessed 
the nuclear weapon (almost certainly 
the United States, but conceivably 
Britain); the country which supplied 
the aircraft or rockets for firing the 
warhead (one of about seven); or 
the country from which the nuclear 


GYPSIES WIN THE DERBY 


Kevin McGrath writes: The attempt 
by Epsom Downs Conservators to 
deny travellers their 200-year-old 
right to gather on Epsom Downs 
during Derby week has failed, faced 
with the massive refusal of travellers 
to submit. 


In fact, the result of the attempted 
ban, to enforce which the Conserva- 
tors have employed Securicor patrols 
costing £1,000, has been to bring more 
travellers than ever to the Downs— 
by Tuesday over 300 vans had moved 
in. Last year 180 families camped 
“illegally”. (Some families have 
more than one van, so this doesn’t 
represent quite as dramatic an in- 
crease as might appear on first sight.) 


All the Conservators have been able 
to do has been to issue summonses, 
about 160 so far. However, it is be- 
lieved that they are having some 
difficulty in serving these, and that 
the local police (unlike last year) 


VIETNAM 
MYTH 


from front cover 


wisdom” about withdrawal now be- 
ing officially promoted in Washing- 
ton is a piece of mystification. And it 
will remain so as long as Nixon and 
his policy-makers refuse to accept the 
fact that America has reached the 
end of the road in Vietnam, and as 
long as they fail to recognise that 
any official concept of an 
“honourable” solution grounded in 
a Korea-type patch-up, with a partial 
pull-out of troops and the stabilisa- 
tion in South Vietnam of a_neo- 
colonial puppet regime, is simply not 
on the cards. 


Whether the mystificaton is genuine 
—that Nixon and his aides are con- 
fused men, trapped in an unaware- 
ness of what withdrawal really in- 
volves—or whether it is the product 
of deliberate fraudulence is, in the 
final analysis, irrelevant. It is an 
objective, non-compromisable issue, 
of imperialism versus national libera- 
tion, that is, and always has been, 
at the heart of the struggle in 
Vietnam. 


The implications for anti-war radicals 
are just as profound and obvious as 
they were four years ago when Ted 
Roszak wrote in Peace News that 
“the most immediate international 
goal of peace groups everywhere 4g 
to help America lose its ar in 
Vietnam—to teach Americn how to 
lose and why to lose ” 


are unwilling to take on the job, in 
view of the bad publicity likely to 
ensue. 


Since no physical attempt to keep 
the travellers out has taken place, the 
threat to disrupt the Derby on Wed- 
nesday this week (June 4) was with- 
drawn. But a rally on the Downs to 
call for a concerted struggle for civil 
rights for travellers was planned for 
the evening of Derby Day. 


The first copy of the Gypsy Council’s 
newspaper Romano Drom has been 
produced this week, in time for the 
travellers at Epsom Downs to get it. 


On Monday this week, representatives 
of the Gypsy Council, and of the 
International Gypsy Committee, went 
to see the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government to ask for the 
implementation of Part 2 of last 


year’s Caravans Act, directing local 
authorities to provide camp sites for 
travellers. They came out feeling 
“ pessimistic’, according to Grattan 
: secretary of the Gypsy Coun- 
cil. 


But the Department of Education was 
a bit more helpful, when the delega- 
tion went on there. It agreed to look 
into the possibility of a body being 
set up to sponsor research into the 
special educational needs of travel- 
ler children, and also asked for de- 
tails about cases where local educa- 
tional departments failed to help 
travellers who wanted to send their 
children to school. 


“T think they are prepared to come 
down on local authorities who fall 
on on this”, said Grattan Puxon 
ater. 


weapon might be launched or in 
which it might be exploded ”. 


Taken in conjunction with last week’s 
story (Peace News, May 30) that 
Britain is preparing for the first time 
to mass-produce “ tactical” nuclear 
weapons, cannibalising its obsolete 
H-bombs for the purpose, this means 
that the Labour government, which 
came into power with an_ official 
policy of phasing out Britain’s 
nuclear weaponry, is now trying to 
get the approval of NATO for a policy 
that would enable it to start a 
nuclear war on its own, or with the 
sole approval of the West German 
government. 


The proposals, including suggestions 
for using “nuclear mines”, both on 
land and sea, are now to be circu- 
lated, and in December Healey and 
his West German opposite number, 
Dr Schroder, will be presenting a 
comprehensive report. ‘‘ Only then”, 
writes Douglas-Home, ‘would the re- 
port start to become alliance policy, 
reflected in a change of taetical 
doctrine on the ground”. 


There has been no public outcry 
about the new policy—far from it. In 
fact, the lack of public concern is 
enabling Healey and his NATO 
advisers to pursue their military 
abstractions about deterrent strategy 
in total disregard of obvious human 
realities. 


However, this bland insulation, and 
isolation, in war game strategies be- 
gins to make Healey vulnerable in 
the extreme to nuclear pacifist 
arguments. On his present form, 
Healey is an incitement to bring the 
argument for unilateral nuclear dis- 
armament up to date and back into 
the political arena. 


The betrayal of West Irian 


“Thousands of primitive tribesmen, 
preparing for an act of self-deter- 
mination under United Nations 
observance, have been slaughtered in 
West Irian, the western half of the 
Pacific island of New Guinea, in an 
unreported war with the Indonesian 
Army.” 

This is how Michael Donald opened 
his graphic report in Sunday’s 
Observer (June 1) of this war, in 
which he gives details of torture, ex- 
ecutions, and widespread insurgency, 
accompanied by the inevitable flight 
of refugees, and impending starva- 
tion. 


One element in the West Irian 
tragedy is the secessionist legacy of 
colonial empires. In huge, geo- 
graphically- and culturally - frag- 
mented Indonesia, the possibility of 
infectious secessionism is a very real 
“ danger ”. 

The other essential factor—and the 
one that is likely to confuse the 
situation, with neo-colonialists of one 
shade or another stepping in on both 
sides—is the fact that West Irian is 
potentially very rich, yet sparsely 
populated by “ primitives”, whose 
rights and needs can be ignored. 

The nub of the situation is reveal- 
ingly summed up in the March/April 
issue of Indonesia Today, a handout 
periodical published by the In- 
donesian Embassy in London (con- 
veniently situated at 38 Grosvenor 
Square). 

“West frian is worth working hard 
for. Its military strategic position has 
been proved, especially in the last 
war. Its mineral and other resources, 
whose exploration is now being inten- 
sified, offer a good prospect for future 
commercial development. 


“They include copper, nickel (with 
elements of gold and silver), oil and 
gases and abundant raw materials for 
cement manufacture.” 


Earlier, the same piece explains what 
the Indonesian government means by 
the “act of free choice ” for the in- 
habitants about their political future, 
which was promised by its pre- 
decessor in 1962 for this year. 


“When asked by a correspondent 
how the ‘act of free choice’ was to 
be implemented, Foreign Minister 
Adam Malik answered that the prin- 
ciple of ‘one man, one vote’ might 
be impossible to implement. 


“As an alternative, Minister Malik 
considered giving tribal chiefs the 
right to vote for their tribes as a 
practical solution. Moreover, it has 
always been the custom in West Irian 
that tribal chiefs are democratically 
elected by their henchmen. Another 
suggestion was the introduction of 
legislation specifying the rightful 
voters.” 


The solution adopted turns out to be 
a combination of these two sugges- 
tions—the “act of free choice” will 
be made by eight “consultative 
councils”, voting en bloc, half of 
whose members will be selected tribal 
leaders, and one-third of the rest 
selected local officials. 


But of course, if you believe the 
version of Indonesia Today, “The 
Republicans (i.e. those who favour 
the Indonesian connection) are the 
strongest in mentality, education and 
experience. They are also in the 
majority and have a far-sighted 
politica; view.” 


belief that ‘the interests and the 
advancement of the area are identical 
to those of the rest of the Archi- 
pelago ”’. 


The paleo-colonialist contempt of 
the Indonesian government towards 
the inhabitants of West Irian is 


demonstrated by the reason given for 
the existence of separatist feeling. 
“For them the problem is how to 
work as little as possible and get 
tinned food, beer and tobacco as 
much as possible.” 


Why doesn’t the poor fellow DO 
SOMETHING about the World 
Liquidity Shortage? 


By this is meant the very UDiOUS _uUEEEEEENREEDINy qq 
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Like a fairy tale... 


A vacant lot in Berkeley. A year ago, the site of some beautiful old 
buildings, housing students and co-operative living groups. Now the 
remains of People’s Park, surrounded by a wire fence, guarded by 
hundreds of National Guard troops. 


The University claimed the area had “been the scene of hippie 
concentration and rising crime”, and it bought the land, off Tele- 
graph Avenue between Dwight Way and Haste, for $1.3 million. The 
buildings were demolished last summer. For nine months the land 
was occupied only by cars sunk in the mud. 


Then the people of the community, sick of the waste, got together 
and started working on the land. People’s Park was born. Work began 
on People’s Park Sunday, April 20, and before the sun set a few 
hundred square yards of sod covered what had been a vacant mud 
lot just hours earlier. 


The vibrations in the park were beautiful. Everyone worked and 
sweated. Local merchants contributed money and supplies. The 
vibes seemed even to rub off on the police who showed up. 


Sounds like a fairy tale. Over the three and a half weeks the park 
bloomed, blossomed, grew. A thousand people used the park every 
weekday, and on weekends as many as 4,500 a day came to plant 
flowers and vegetables, to make plans for the turf, to do their things. 
Everyone who worked, planned—neighbours, old and young. A com- 
munity grew along with the park. 


These people came to the park not to force a confrontation with the 
University but because this was the first time they had a place they 
felt was their own—a place where they could do real labour and have 
real community. A place they made with their own hands, in their 


own image. 


The University responded: “One does not plan around the desires 
of 50 people ”, said Vice-Chancellor Earl Cheit. 


While the people were building their park, the University was laying 
the groundwork for what was to follow. Chancellor Heyns and Vice- 
Chancellor Cheit alternated calls for negotiations with the park 
people with statements like: “We will have to put up a fence to 
re-establish the conveniently forgotten fact that the field is indeed 
the University’s” and, “In the final analysis, we own the land.” 


It was obvious that the only kind of negotiations that the University 
was interested in were those that would fix a date for the uprooting 


of People’s Park. 
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tion and their ilk, well understand 
that the movement of black people 
and young people could teach 
dangerous lessons to the rest of 
America, and they fear that in recog- 
nising and fighting back against the 
special ways in which imperialism 
oppresses young people, we will come 
together in solidarity with the world 
revolutionary movement. 

The Regents, Reagan and the rest are 
up a creek: all their technology has 
failed to beat the Vietnamese. The 
people who built People’s Park under- 
stood that we have been forced to die 
in an insane war; we have been 


—From “ OUTCRY! from Occupied Berkeley ” 


trained by schools for meaningless or 
non-existent jobs; we have been 
taught racist, lying distortions of our 
history. 

When the University looks at its 
undergraduates and Telegraph 
Avenue, it fears one thing: liberation. 
And it is right to fear. For we declare 
openly that our demand is for space 
to expand our community and our 
living of good lives. 


The two stakes, ours and theirs, crash 
head-on in People’s Park, as they have 
in Vietnam. Either the land belongs 
to the University or it belongs to the 
people. Either flowers will grow or 
guns will sprout. 


In Berkeley we have tried to plant 
gentleness and brotherhood. And the 
big business, law-and-order Regents of 
the University of California, like the 
rest of their class, have shown that 
they must resort to violence when- 
ever people contest them for their 
rights. This is the pattern of Berkeley 
and Vietnam, Watts and Santo 
Domingo. 

If you had been in Berkeley last 
week: You would have learned the 
horror of being shot at without warn- 
ing. And you would have seen people 
risking getting shot to care for the 
wounded. 


You would have felt the terror of be- 
ing unable to escape poison gas 
sprayed by a helicopter while you 
were hemmed in by National 
Guardsmen. And you would have seen 
people risking injury to get the 
wounded to medical stations (the 
police having commandeered all 
ambulances). 


You would have seen your brothers 
and sisters mercilessly clubbed for 
the act of planting trees and flowers 
on “private” lands. And you would 
have seen them defy Reagan’s orders 
and plant new parks and keep fight- 
ing. 

You would have listened to a string 
of lies and cowardly distortions from 
local, State and University Officials, 
masking the vicious reality of a police 
force which operates out of all 
rational control. And you would have 
heard the truth from the mouths of 
an aroused community. 


Berkeley has been hit hard, but it is 
important to remember that it is not 
alone. Police in Berkeley simply used 
the tactics they have tested in the 
black ghetto. This is the America we 
now live in: 


ON THE CAMPUS: Police have been 
used on 100 campuses this year, the 
National Guard on six. Over 4,000 
demonstrators have been arrested. 
Black students were shot and killed 
at Texas Southern University and 
Orangeburg, South Carolina. 


In just one week of May, 1969, 200 
officers and members of Students for 
a Democratic Society have been 
arrested around the country, on 
trumped-up charges amounting to a 
nationally - coordinated political 
roundup. 

IN THE BLACK COMMUNITIES: 
Friday, May 16, police shot and kil- 
led a 15-year-old black youngster in 
Burlington, North Carolina, during a 
revolt that broke out in a high school. 
The National Guard has occupied 70 
black communities over the last four 
years. 


BERKELEY FREE CHURCH: ‘To call in 
the Man was always a betrayal’ 


“The War is over and the Liberated 
Zone is at hand.” At the heart of 
the hippie community off Telegraph 
Avenue, whose People’s Park has 
been taken away from them, is the 
Berkeley Free Church. , 


When Reagan’s ban on street meet- 
ings and marches was announced the 
Free Church went to the Berkeley 
City Hall to protest (see photo). They 
were in the Stop-the-Draft-Week pro- 
tests of October 1967, forming a non- 
violent phalanx of clergymen to 
separate police and demonstrators. 


Last summer, their basement church 
became an all-night first-aid station, 
frequently tear-gassed, as _ police 
harassment built up. Recently, 
they’ve been pushing what they call 
“the Provo Park thing ”—‘ Like it’s 
a good scene for the whole Liberated 
Community ”. Now they’re working 
flat out again as a first aid station. 


“Every new door we open persuades 
us further that the marks of a stand- 
ing or falling church—that is, of a 


living or a dead community—are 
revolutionary non-violence and radi- 
cal ecumenism, over and against the 
complicity and isolation of America, 
the silence and fragmenting of the 
churches.” 


But their main work has been to pro- 
vide not a street ministry, as origi- 
nally conceived by the five Berkeley 
churches that have backed the 
project since it began in summer 
1967, but a centre for the runaways 
and drop-outs of the hippie com- 
munity—again not referring their 
problems of drugs, illness and 
personal relations to the social work 
athe’ but coping with them them- 
selves. 


“Above all we learned that to call 
in the Man was always a betrayal.” 


It was the Berkeley hippies who in- 
sisted that their ministry must have 
its own church, and special services 
(like “The Freedom Meal”) have 
been devised, attended by hundreds 
—at times with incense and rock 


bands, beads, bells, balloons and 


crosses. 


“To be present in the name of Christ 
spells death to the status quo in 
society and in the church”, says the 
Free Church Episcopalean Minister, 
Rev Richard York. “ We should not 
tire of pleading and acting for the 
restoration of normal manhood as 
we see it in Jesus Christ.” 


“'Phis means being involved in the 
fierce. fight against all that de- 
humanises, ready to act against 
demonic powers, ready to identify 
with the outcasts, to join and 
encourage the ridicule of modern 
idols and new myths.” 


The material for this story and the 
photo were freely given to us by 
Catonsville Roadrunner (132 Mus- 
well Hill Broadway, London N10)— 
to whom our thanks—which has the 
centre-spread of its June issue de- 
voted to a feature on the Free 
Church, “For Thine is the Liberated 
Zone: Report on the Berkeley Free 
Church.” 


Lawmen have killed over 200 black 
people and injured thousands. 
Guardsmen oceupied the black ghetto 
of Wilmington, Delaware, for nine 
months. High schools are occupied 
by police every day. 


Since the Black Panther Party is the 
major national stronghold of black 
resistance, it has been hit the 
hardest. Police have killed 15 Pan- 
thers, and arrested over a thousand 
in the last six months alone. 


IN THE FACTORIES: They don’t 
hesitate to fire, club and gas when 
workers fight back against insuffer- 
able authorities and low wages. In 
Richmond, to take just one example, 
a striking oil worker, Richard Jones, 
was killed by a seab truck last 
January. 


Gone berserk 


America has become a land of pol- 
itical prisoners—because a move- 
ment has begun to challenge the 
insane economic and_ military 
realities of this country. The greater 
our movement, and the less the state 
is able to rule by consent, the more it 
resorts to brute force. 


The state has gone berserk, but there 

is method in their madness, for they 

have a world empire to protect. That 
empire includes the home front. So 

James Rector, shotgunned on a 

Berkeley rooftop by an Alameda 

County policeman, lies dead. 

And none of us is safe unless we 

create a system that meets human 

needs. The alternative to revolution 
is the police state. 

But we should not demean James 

Rector with opportunistic statements 

meant to make a martyr of a brother. 

What should be remembered is that 

he used People’s Park, he loved it, 

he watched its desecration, and now 
he is dead. 

All of us must begin to realise the 

situation of which Brother Rector’s 

death is only the most visible symbol. 

We call for outrage at the atrocities 

performed upon us, our brothers and 

our sisters. Begin yesterday. 

We demand, and we will fight for: 
People’s Park back to the People. 
All troops out of Vietnam, the black 
ghettoes, and Berkeley. 

Amnesty to all political prisoners. 
Free Huey, bring back Eldridge. 
Build Parks everywhere. 

All fences down. 

The land belongs to the people. 
All institutions to the people. 

All wealth to all the people. 


An end to war research 
in US universities? 


Shortly after taking office as President 
Nixon’s science adviser, Lee Dubridge 
told newsmen that American 
universities have an obligation to con- 
duct military research for the Penta- 
gon in those fields where they have 
acquired unique expertise. 


Now, after several months of anti- 
military demonstrations by college 
students, Dubridge is ready to ack- 
nowledge that secret military re- 
search does not belong on college 
campuses. 


On May 1, Dubridge disclosed that 
the Defence Department has reduced 
secret projects at universities by 50% 
in the past year, and that the down- 
ward trend continues. Although the 
Pentagon would like the public to 
believe that reduction in secret re- 
search is the result of government 
policy, it is clear that student activists 
are responsible for the continuing 
demilitarisation of the universities. 


Highlighting this movement in the 
past few weeks have been well 
organised campaigns against war re- 
search at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) and Stanford 
University. 


Massachusetts 


Opposition to war-related research at 
MIT has been growing since last 
autumn, when a group of graduate 
students formed the Science Action 
Co-ordinating Committee (SACC). On 
March 4, SACC sponsored a nationally 
publicised one-day research strike to 

“protest the misuse of technology 
and the complicity of the scientific 
and technological community with the 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
to help pack Peace News 
on Wednesday nights 
and Thursday mornings 
5 CALEDONIAN RD N1 


growing power and influence of the 
military-industrial complex.” 


SACC subsequently decided to con- 
duct a campaign against MIT’s mili- 
tary contracts. Although there were 
plenty of projects to choose from 
(MIT is the leading non-profit De- 
fence Department contractor for re- 
search and development, with a total 
of $124 million in contracts in 1969), 
the group limited its demands to 
cancellation of two classified projects 
at the school’s Instrumentation 
Laboratory. 


These are a Navy contract for work 
on the submarine-launched Poseidon 
Missile, and an Army contract for 
research on all-weather guidance 
systems for helicopters (which 
SACC contends is designed for use 
in Vietnam-type wars). 


On April 12, about 75 SACC members 
tried to enter the Instrumentation 
Lab to talk with employees about 
their work. When the building was 
blocked by armed guards, the pro- 
testers marched to the school’s 
administrative offices to demand that 
the lab be opened. 


Discovering that the doors to the 
president’s office were also locked, 
the group sat down in the corridor 
and held an impromptu teach-in on 
the misuse of science, which soon 
attracted many of MIT’s leading 
scientists. 


During the teach-in, and at a mass 
meeting afterwards attended by 
school officials, it became clear that 
an overwhelming majority of MIT 
students and faculty favour an end 
to war-related research. 


Fearing a stepped-up campaign 
which might include building take- 
overs, the MIT administration moved 
fast. On April 29, President Howard 
Johnson announced that MIT would 
not accept any new secret govern- 
ment projects for five months while 
it re-examines the role of military 
research. 


Aldtouen the ruling will not affect 

MIT’s present Defence Department 
contracts, the move is regarded as a 
major step towards the reduction of 
MIT’s Pentagon connections. Because 
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of MIT’s position as the leading 
university contractor for military 
research, the move has a symbolic 
significance expected to influence 
other universities. 


Stanford 


At Stanford University, opposition to 
Vietnam-related military research 
has led to several sit-ins and demon- 
strations in the past month. A 
broadly based coalition led by 
Students for a Democratic ees, 
the April 3rd Movement, has de- 
manded that Stanford cancel its 
secret contracts and that the Stan- 
ford Research Institute (a wholly 
owned subsidiary) discontinue its 
work on _ counter-insurgency and 
chemical-biological warfare. 


A nine-day sit-in in Stanford’s 
Applied Electronics Laboratory 
ended on April 18 after President 
Pitzer threatened to call in federal 
troops to protect secret files. A one- 
day sit-in followed, on April 30, to 
continue pressure on the administra- 
tion over anti-military demands 
which enjoy wide support on campus. 


— Michael Klare, 
reprinted from US Guardian 
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Perhaps the most grotesque con- 
tribution to the whole uneasy 
saga of heart transplantation 
came from Professor Christian 
Barnard, speaking at a Medical 
Congress in West Berlin on Fri- 
day. 

“Professor Barnard ... des- 
cribed as a theory which he had 
not yet tested, the revival of the 
heart and lungs of a man im- 
mediately after he had been 
hanged. He imagined that this 
could be done to keep organs 
alive for a period for use in 
transplants.” (Daily Telegraph, 
May 31.) 


It’s the word “ yet” that gets me. 
Plus the fact that in hanging- 
happy South Africa the oppor- 
tunity to try out the fascinating 
experiment cannot be far away. 


Who will be the first to inject this 
new argument into the campaign 
to bring back hanging in Britain 
that is gathering strength? 


* * * 

In view of the above, perhaps 
you might think it an inap- 
propriate time for abandoning 
the Hippocratic Oath, as Harvard 
University Medical School did 
this week. 

In fact, however, the Hippocratic 
Oath, for all its prestige, is for 
the most part more concerned 
with laying down restrictive 
practices on the dissemination of 
medical knowledge than with 
protecting the interests of the 
patient. 


British doctors don’t take it 
normally, and haven’t for a very 
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long time. Perhaps they should 
seriously consider introducing 
the Declaration of Geneva, which 
has been taken up by Harvard to 
replace the Oath. 

This says (in part): “I will not 
permit considerations of religion, 
nationality, race, party politics 
or social standing to intervene 
between my duty and my 
patients; I will maintain the ut- 
most respect for human life 
from the time of conception, 
even under threat; I will not use 
my medical knowledge contrary 
to the laws of humanity.” 


I don’t suppose oaths such as this 
really have that much signifi- 
cance; but at least they might 
turn the attention of such bodies 
as the British Medical Council 
towards aspects of medical ethics 
of more importance than whether 
doctors have affairs with their 
patients. 
* 


* * 
Still medical: to admit publicly 
that you have contracted VD, 
and been treated for it (the pur- 
pose of the admission being to 


nothing to be worried about in 
the treatment) is, I would sug- 
gest, about as courageous an act 
a any public figure could per- 
orm. 


The public figure in question was 
broadcaster John Peel in his 
Wednesday night programme 
last week. And it wasn’t done in 
any dramatic ‘“ True Confession ” 
way—just slipped in appropri- 
ately in the course of an inter- 
view with someone who'd pre- 
pared a programme on VD. 


If anybody has ever suspected 
that there was something phoney 
about John Peel’s sincerity, that 
this was just part of a calculated 
image, I think they should make 
a mental apology. Or send the 
BBC a letter threatening dire 
consequences if they continue 
their apparent policy of phasing 
him out. 
* * * 

The Protestant Telegraph, if 
you’ve never seen it, is a pretty 
vile paper put out by Ian Paisley 
and his soulmates. 


However, commenting on the de- 
motion of St Christopher, patron 
saint of travellers, by the Vati- 
can, the paper comes up with 
an overheard quote that is 
worthy of wider distribution. 


“Ach, he’s not much loss any- 
way, for ye cud only depend on 
him up till about 20 mile an 
hour and after that ye were on 
yer own. Sure what did an oul 
fella like that know about speed, 
for in his days there was nothin’ 
but ass carts.” 
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ONE ‘SHILLING 


A new Vietnam myth 


Roger Barnard writes: There’s been much talk 
recently, especially in the press, of the possibilities. 


of an American withdrawal from Vietnam. A lot . 


of it is hedged around with qualification and the 
usual sort of speculative kite-flying, but none 
the less it does seem to be the new “ conventional 


wisdom” that America must start getting out of. 


Vietnam, and soon. 


At the same time, however, there are a number of 
hard facts that simply do not tally with all this 
“ereat debate” about eventual withdrawal. A 
recent “White Paper on the War in Vietnam”, 
for example, issued by the American Friends. 
Service Committee, says that US military and 
government leaders are “fostering illusions about 
the war, and the present human situation in Viet- 
nam is worse than it has ever been ”. 


“The US has stepped up its military activity 
since the bombing of the North was halted on 
November 1. In December of 1968 the US for 
the first time began using in Vietnam 10,000-Ib 
bombs that had been stored in military depots 
for 15 years. 


“There are more US troops in Vietnam than 
ever. The number of battalion-sized operations 
has grown steadily since the bombing halt: in 
pee oe 800: in December, 956: in January, 
1,077. 


“The total tonnage of bombs dropped has also 
increased: in January, 129,700, the highest 
monthly total since the war began. US battle 
deaths show a rise every month since the bomb- 
ing halt: 703 Americans in November: 1,265 
in March.” 


‘Withdrawal’ after ‘victory’ 


How is it that this slowly developing “ official 
policy” of withdrawal, which would have been 
counted as rank heresy two years ago, can be 
promulgated at the same time that America in- 
creases its war effort and is directly responsible 
for bringing about in Vietnam a level of misery 
the like of which the AFSC says its workers have 
never previously encountered in more than 50 
years of involvement in the relief of war suffering? 


The short answer is that Nixon and his policy- 
makers will not admit the possibility of defeat for 


America in Vietnam, and therefore they can only 
consider “withdrawal” after “victory”. The 
escalations will, hopefully, prove to them that 
they can still somehow win in Vietnam and then 
begin to pull out the troops. As Nixon himself put 
it in his well-advertised May 14 “ peace package ”’: 
‘We have ruled out any acceptance of terms that 
would amount to a disguised American defeat.” 


They cannot admit defeat 


What we have here is, in fact, an example of the 
very real impotence of power-politicians. The 
“hidden government” clustered round Nixon’s 
administration—Wall Street and the industrialists, 
the multi-national corporations, the foundation 
technocrats and hired intellectuals, the major news 
media and the international bankers—all under- 
stand by now that, in terms of the imperial 
ideology they serve, the intervention in Vietnam 
was “essentially” correct and in the National 
Interest. 


But they also understand by now that the tenacity 
of resistance to their war, both on the foreign 
front in Vietnam and in the rear at home, was 
disastrously under-estimated. The game is no 
longer worth the candle in terms of disruption, 
casualties, and threats to the dollar. Therefore 
they want out. But they do not want to admit, 
they cannot admit, that to get out means to sur- 
render and accept defeat—which, let us be clear, 
is precisely what it does mean-—because to admit 
this would be to concur with Mao’s thesis: that 
American military power is a paper tiger. 


So now we have a situation comparable with that 
in Germany during the First World War. Peace 
without victory—-by which is meant an immediate 
withdrawal—raises problems for America’s ruling 
elites even more terrifying than those posed by 
the prospect of endless war. And as long as these 
elites remain transfixed by the mirage of with- 
drawal after victory, endless war—the only correct 
name for present US policy on Vietnam—will be 
the order of the day, witness the facts contained 
in the AFSC’s White Paper. 


What it boils down to is that the new “ conventional 
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